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Lack of Unity 

In the Written Opinion the Exaifiiner raised an objection on the ground of lack of 
imity and also raised objections against each of the allegedly separate inventions. 

New claim 1 is based upon a combination of previous claim 1 and previous claims 12 
and 13. With this amendment it is submitted that the objection of lack of unity, as 
well as the patentability objections raised against the separate inventions is addressed. 
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Claims 

1. Device for receiving, arid holding a plurality of unit 
doses of a. detergent composition and for individually 
dispensing the unit doses into an automatic 
■dishwashing machine over a plurality of washing 
^cycles, wherein the device comprises 

til a> housing adapted to receive the plurality of 
unit doses, each separately contained, in a 
compartment of a plate, the unit doses being: 
arranged along, the ei rcumference. thereof; 

(ii) means for opening a compartment or for ejecting a 
unit dose therefrom; and 

(iii) means to allow access of wash liquor to the 
unit dose contained in the opened compartment or 
ejected therefrom, within a controlled' time 
period to allow dissolution of the unit doss 
into wash, liqyar of . the ^machine. 

2. Device according to claim 1, wherein a holding pocket 
is provided to receive and hold the unit dose when 
ejected from the; compartment, and means to control the 
access of wash liquor to said holding pocket . 



3. Device according to claim 1, wherein the access of. 
wash liquor to the unit dose (2; 2 r ) , when retained: in: 



the "opened compartment, is via a passageway, the 
device having means to control lably open and close the 
passageway. 



4 . Device according to claim 2 or 3:, wherein the: holding 
pocket, or passageway is provided -with a hinged or 
sliding door . 

5 . Device according to any of the preceding- claims, 
wherein the access; of wafsh lidjuor to the unit dose 
retained in the opened compartment or ejected 
thex;e;from ijs controlled by means reactive, to a 
Condition, reached during the washing Cycle of the 
machine. 

Device acpdrding to claim 5, wherein the access of 
wash liquor to the unit dose: retained in the opened 
compartment or ejected therefrom is controlled by 
means reactive to the temperature of the wash liquor, 

7. Device according to any of claims 1 to 4> wherein the 
access of wash liquor to the unit dose retained in the 
opened •compartment or ejected t herefrom is time 
controlled. 

% . Device according to any o.f : the- preceding claims, 
wherein :the means for eje^^g the unit dose from the 
compartment comprises an ejector acting on a face: of 
the compartment 



5 9> Device according to any of claims 1 to 7, wherein the 
means for opening the compartment comprises a piercing 

or cut ting; means to penetrate a wall of the 
compartment . 

10. Device according to any [of the preceding claims, 
10 being adapted to be a portable, preferably self- 

standi rig ., device . 

11. Device according to* any of the preceding claims, 
wherein- the: unit dose: is a detergent or detergent, 
.additive tablet . 

15 12. Blister pack according to any of claims 1 to 1.0 ; , 
wherein the unit dose is a detergent or detergent 
additive gel. 





Claintg 1 

1 ; Device for receiving and holding a plurality of unit 

doses of a detergent composition a nd/ or a d <&-fc4**e and 

for individually dispensing unit doses into an 

automatic dishwashing machine over a plurality of 
washing cycles , wherein the device comprises 

m 

(I), a housing (10 lO 1 *) adapted to receive sarid 
plurality of unit : doses/ each separately 

contained, in a -package—or compartment Htes?ee^ 44y 

.5^^!^^^ of <V -6^. uwit a/wei 6e\*% wm*getf 

a loM^ the t in 'face (-k er<> 0 fj 

(xi) means, 4-3^? ■ ... -L^jd for Opening &a4>dU— fia^k a ^g e .. - 

compartment {4,..*5 4*» r * ^ J "" ) - or for a^fe^reae^pa^^ 
ejecting ar^d unit dose -(2-;- 2 theref rom;; and 



(iii) mearis — 2-£~4 fed allow access of wa-b er - o r 
wash liquor to &a&$ unit dose: contained 
in the opened ■pa i e^^e— &t compartment «H^^^*^, 
4>44* or ejected therefrom, within a controlled time 
period a-f;ber~>ope^ to allow dissolution 

pf the untfc dose into l ^roS IS- wash liquor ^ of 
the machine. 



2,. p.evice according to claim 1, wherein a holding packet 
43*#r43^#^ is provided to receive and hold aaid unit 

dose • ».2>i>)v.>) i $ A ejected from the p^feage^~or 

compartment <«4r^ 



and means <-24r-/^--2-i^jv to 
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control lp£i^ ^eB' ^md^e jbeee the access of wabci 1 " M b r 
wash liquor to said holding pocket . 



3 : . Device according to claim 1, Wherein, the. access of 
4t*a4^ox-~Gor wash liquor to sa«*d unit dose (2; 2 ' ) , *fr w 
oe«fea.i*ted in the opened pa^eteage-H^r compartment («4^«*&^* 
4*>> r ~^t4~y , is aGGoir^^shed^byv a passageway &&&&&G®>**&k\e 

compa^ferne^t , -sa^d device having means to control 1 ably 
open arid close said passageway. 



4;;. Device according to claim -2' or 3:, wherein the holding 
pocket or passageway -im- provided with a hinged or 
sliding door . 



5;. Device according to any of the preceding, claims, 
wherein the access of wa£^s~~©at wash liquor to sa-a-d' 
unit dose ^2^-^b^4 ccii&^4ned in: the opened pa^a?gfe*-«cir 
compartment Htr^r-'-^^ or ejected therefrom is 

controlled by means reacferve to a condition reached 
during the -wa#hdiig^ cycle of the machine . 



6 . Device according to claim S, wherein the access.: of 
~wafeeK-~or wash liquor to unit dose 42 f-" 2 1 ) 

^a^ 4:n ea in the opened cpmpar.tment 
,^L.r~BJ4 or ejected therefrom is control lied by means 
J£^}~*J23J»)< reactive to the &&&&aJ&&* temperature of the 
wash liquor. 
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7. Device according to any of claims 1 to 4, wherein the 
access of w a te -r - o r wash liquor to sad-d unit dose f3-f 
a-H ©€^4&a4^e^ in the opened *paeka^e—€«? compartment. &h 
or ejected therefrom is .time controlled. 



8 . Device according to any of the preceding claims,, 
wherein ^aid means for ejecting the .unit dose i^i^24$^^ 
from .pasJ^^-s«^ compartment p^^^-^^ 

comprises an elector ■ to - act on iaffc 



face of ^©a4^-^i©fca§^©^ compartment . 



Device according to any of claims 1 to 7, wherein said 

£ I* € 

means for opening .^d^^^&k^a^^^ compartment 44r^ 
comprises a piercing or cutting means; to 

\NttV 

of the 

/v 




wherein said housing (10 ; 10. H i^adap^^^ receive a 
blister said plurality of unit 



1$. Device according- to any of the preceding claims., 
being adapted to be a portable., pref erably sel f - 
standing, device ; 
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form of a wheel -like plate (3; 3') wi&h~ * t Tte ~ nit doses 
(2; 2 1 •) arr§pged^ "at"^ least one circle along the 



— ~Bii~s4^ar — pack — aooe^44ft § fc o — oXaxm — 12 , H<*i ng In >,he 
10 ^&eg^u^fe^a^Heew of ~ ^a a&fc — doses — 42-* — £r^-^z^&q&^ 



15 . ^ Bl^rs- t ror p a ^k according to any of^ claims - 15 to — 2A ■, 
Wherein the ,unit dose is a detergent or detergent 
additive tablet . 



15 : -3HS , Blister pack according to any of claims V$r to 4ft, 
wherein the unit dose is a detergent or detergent 
additive gel. 



